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USCIB Washington Update 

Highlighting Key Activities, August-September 2014 

 

During the months of August and September 2014 USCIB staff hosted a launch event on 
Capitol Hill  for the Coalition for Green Trade in support of the Environmental Goods Agreement 
with USTR Froman and Sen. Wyden as lead speakers; organized a meeting for members with 
Amb. Sepulveda on the future of the IGF; discussed the status of investment negotiations with 
Daniel Bahar, USTR, and Michael Tracton, State; submitted extensive comments to USTR on 
China's WTO compliance; chaired the first in-person meeting of the APEC Virtual Customs 
Working Group, and much more.  Below are summaries of these and other highlights from the 
activities of USCIB in Washington, DC over the last two months. If you have any questions or 
comments, or want more information on a specific topic, please contact any of the staff 
members listed at the end of this brief.   
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Trade and Investment – Opening Global Markets for Trade and Investment 
 

 Michael Tracton, State, and Daniel Bahar, USTR, Brief USCIB Members on 
Investment Negotiations: On September 9, 2014, USCIB Trade and Investment 
Committee members were briefed by Michael Tracton, Office Director, Office of 
Investment Affairs, Department of State; and Daniel Bahar, Deputy Assistant USTR for 
Investment Affairs, on the status of investment negotiations on the China Bilateral 
Investment Treaty, the TransPacific Partnership and the Transatlantic Trade and 
Investment Partnership. Members also discussed latest developments on key issue 
including cross-border data flows, Russia sanctions, investor-state dispute settlement, 
and the Environmental Goods Agreement.  Several members volunteered to be part of 
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the taskforce that will begin drafting the USCIB Trade and Investment Agenda for 2015.  
Please contact Diana Jack for a summary of the meeting.  
 

 Coalition for Green Trade Launches at Event Featuring USTR Froman, Chairmen 
Wyden and Camp and Congressman Blumenauer: On September 17, 2014, the 
Coalition for Green Trade, co-chaired by USCIB, NAM, and the NFTC, hosted an event 
on Capitol Hill to celebrate the launch of the Environmental Goods Agreement (EGA) 
negotiations at the WTO in Geneva.  The event featured comments by USTR 
Ambassador Michael Froman, Senate Finance Committee Chairman Ron Wyden, Ways 
and Means Chairman Dave Camp and Representative Earl Blumenauer, as well as 
industry representatives. Rob Mulligan, USCIB Senior Vice President for Policy and 
Government Affairs, introduced the industry speakers and provided comments in support 
of EGA.  The event enjoyed a great turnout, including several USCIB Members. General 
Electric, among other companies, also displayed technologies that stand to benefit from 
the EGA.  For the complete report, please click here. 

 
 Strengthening USCIB’s Unique Links with our Danish Partners: On September 25, 

2014, USCIB welcomed Andreas Brunsgaard, the new Washington representative for 
the Danish Confederation of Industry (DI) our Danish partner in the OECD’s Business 
and Industry Committee (BIAC) with a tour d ‘horizon of our respective policy agendas 
(non surprisingly fully aligned) at our USCIB office.   DI is the largest and most influential 
voice of Danish business and punches above its weight in European business circles 
and specifically in Brussels policy work.  As with Andreas’ predecessor here in 
Washington, USCIB will work closely with DI to advance shared interests including on 
the TTIP negotiations.  Our USCIB team will also be renewing our links with other 
international partner business organizations with “boots on the ground” here in 
Washington and in New York to position ourselves to exploit those unique links through 
BIAC, the ILO’s International Organization of Employers and the International Chamber 
of Commerce, in all of which USCIB is the sole U.S. business representative.  
 

 Engaging the U.S. Government on the OECD Anti-bribery Work: Working together 
with our member/partner the U.S. Chamber of Commerce’s Institute for Legal Reform , 
Shaun Donnelly and Eva Hampl met in late September with State and Commerce 
Department anti-bribery experts who, together with Justice Department colleagues, 
represent the U.S. Government in the OECD’s “Bribery Working Group.” The 
Government colleagues welcomed  USCIB’s interest in the OECD’s anti-bribery work, 
which has in recent years focused on detailed reviews of implementation by each 
acceding member country of the Anti-bribery Convention.  We look forward to working 
with the Chamber, other USCIB member companies, and our BIAC partner 
organizations to bring broader and deeper international business engagement plus some 
new ideas for future OECD work in this key area.  Any interested member companies or 
organizations should contact Shaun (sdonnelly@uscib.org) or Eva (ehampl@uscib.org) 
so we can include you early on in this effort. 

 

 USCIB Joins Business Letter to USTR Froman on Government Procurement in 
TPP:  USCIB joined 10 other business groups on a September 3, 2014 letter to USTR 
Froman underscoring the importance of pursuing reciprocal procurement commitments 
in our trade agreements.  In particular the letter raises concerns over efforts by some to 
limit the ability of the U.S. to waive domestic procurement requirements in negotiating for 

http://www.uscib.org/index.asp?documentID=4779
mailto:sdonnelly@uscib.org
mailto:ehampl@uscib.org
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reciprocal commitments from other countries. This could have a negative impact on U.S. 
business opportunities globally. The letter is available at this link. 
 

 Members Provide Comments on Revision of OECD Guidelines on Corporate 
Governance of State-Owned Enterprises (SOEs): USCIB worked with BIAC to 
provide comments on the revision of the OECD Guidelines on Corporate Governance of 
State-Owned Enterprises (SOEs).  The Guidelines were originally developed in 2005 to 
provide advice to countries on how to more effectively manage their responsibilities as 
company owners, with the goal of making SOEs more competitive, efficient, and 
transparent.  A new draft of the OECD Guidelines, taking into account comments from 
the business community and other stakeholders, will be discussed at the upcoming 
meeting of the OECD Working Party on State Ownership and Privatization Practices at 
the end of October. 

 
 
ICT Policy – Promoting Sound Policies for New Technologies  
 

 USCIB Hosts Special Multistakeholder Preparatory Meeting for the Internet 
Governance Forum (IGF):  On August 20, 2014, USCIB convened a special meeting in 
Washington to enable U.S. members of the business, technical community, civil society, 
and academic community to engage with Ambassador Daniel Sepulveda, Deputy 
Assistant Secretary of State and U.S. Coordinator for International Communications and 
Information Policy, Fiona Alexander, Associate Administrator, National 
Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA), and other senior officials 
from State and NTIA on Internet governance policy issues and the future of the IGF. 
These were expected to be central topics at the 2014 IGF, September 2-6, Istanbul, 
Turkey. USCIB Members and US Government speakers concurred that the essential 
nature of the IGF as a “laboratory” for the exchange of best practices and capacity-
building initiatives should be preserved.  
 

 USCIB Members Play Leading Roles at Internet Governance Forum (IGF):  USCIB 
members from 21st Century Fox, Amazon, AT&T, BT, CenturyLink, Cisco, eBay, 
Facebook, Fenwick & West, Google, Intel, Microsoft, Mozilla, NBC Universal, Oracle, 
The Walt Disney Company, Time Warner, TMG Legal, VeriSign, Verizon, and Wiley 
Rein, participated in the 9th IGF, September 2-6, Istanbul. Many Members served as 
moderators and panelists in plenary sessions and workshops on such cutting-edge 
topics as net neutrality, ICANN and the IANA transition, and evolution of Internet 
governance ecosystem and role of the IGF. In particular, USCIB co-organized and 
supported workshops which addressed (1) the impacts for emerging economies of cloud 
computing and M2M Technologies, and (2) the co-dependent relationship between 
business globalization and the Internet.  

 

 USCIB Submits Comments on Implementation of the WSIS: On September 12, 
2014, USCIB submitted responses to a UN Commission on Science and Technology 
(CSTD) questionnaire aimed a evaluating progress in implementing the goals of the 
World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS). Among other points, USCIB 
underscored that unilateral efforts by governments to restrict lawful use of the Internet or 
to foster the development of an indigenous ICT sector by imposing localization 
requirements, for example, only serve to inhibit precisely the kind of investment, 

http://www.uscib.org/_mem_docs/trade_assoc_procurement_letter.pdf
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innovation, and competition that would spur growth and creativity in indigenous industry 
and broader economic development.   
 

 EU Commission Briefs ICT Policy Committee on the New Leadership Structure: At 
the September 15, 2014 meeting of the ICT Policy Committee, Antoine Ripoll, Director, 
European Parliament Liaison Office with the U.S. Congress, briefed members on 
important issues that influenced EU Commission President-Elect Jean-Claude Juncker’s 
leadership appointments and decision to re-structure the Commission. Mr. Ripoll said 
that Juncker faces two big issues: (1) creating economic growth and jobs; and related to 
this (2) restoring trust and confidence in the European Union as a governing entity, 
rather than returning powers from Brussels to national  capitals.  

 

 USCIB Explores MLATs Improvements with U.S. Government Officials:  At the 
September 15, 2014 meeting of the ICT Policy Committee, Nathaniel Gleicher, Director 
for Cybersecurity Policy and Law, National Security Council, and Mary Rodriguez, 
Principal Deputy Director, Office of International Affairs, Department of Justice provided 
an overview of Mutual Legal Assistance Treaties (MLATs) and discussed with Members 
the Administration’s current efforts to modernize the program. This will serve as 
background for USCIB’s examination of the relationship between MLAT improvements 
and cross-border data flows and its consideration of how problems with the current 
MLAT rules and implementation in the US have burdened US businesses with global 
operations.  

 

 USCIB Comments on the Design of the Process to Enhance ICANN Accountability: 
On September 26, 2014 USCIB responded to ICANN’s request for comments on the 
proposed design of the process to enhance the accountability of ICANN in anticipation of 
the expiration of NTIA’s contract. One of USCIB’s chief concerns was the need to 
enhance trust between the broader ICANN stakeholder community and the Board of 
Directors in undertaking the development of new accountability mechanisms. In 
particular, USCIB urged development of a predictable, pre-defined, and mutually agreed-
to process to enable the community to appeal a Board decision to reject or alter a 
consensus recommendation of a new accountability mechanism.  

 
 
Tax – Advancing Tax Policies that Promote U.S. Competitiveness 

 USCIB and ICC Comment on Key Issues Before UN Committee of Tax Experts:  
USCIB worked with the International Chamber of Commerce (ICC) to produce and 
submit three letters on important topics that will considered by the UN's Committee of 
Tax Experts at their annual October meeting.  The letters covered automatic exchange 
of information, the treatment of hybrids for tax treaty purposes, and fees for technical 
services.  More information on the meeting is available at this link.  USCIB's Vice 
President and International Tax Counsel, Carol Doran Klein, will be representing USCIB 
members at that meeting at the end of this month.  

  
 Carol Doran Klein Participates in the OECD's VAT Technical Advisor Group:  The 

VAT TAG met in Vienna, Austria the week of September 22, 2014 to discuss  draft 
business-to-consumer VAT guidelines covering services and intangibles.  This work is 
important to the USCIB Tax Committee because of the intersection of these issues with 

http://www.uscib.org/docs/Juncker_Commission.pdf
http://www.un.org/esa/ffd/tax/tenthsession/index.htm
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the OECD's work on the digital economy.  The OECD hopes to publish a discussion draft 
of the guidelines in early December of this year.  
  

 OECD Publishes 2014 BEPS Deliverables:  The OECD released it BEPs reports in 
mid-September.  Many of the deliverables are incomplete in major respects.  (The major 
portions of the Action 8 are grayed out and LOB provisions in the Action 6 deliverable 
are essentially a placeholder.)  The USCIB Tax Committee will be scheduling a meeting 
to plan the agenda for the committee from now through July of 2015 in the near term. 

 
 

Customs and Trade Facilitation – Reducing Barriers and Costs from Customs and Border 
Control Practices  

 Kristin Isabelli Attends APEC SOM III Customs Meetings: From August 8-16, 2014, 
Kristin Isabelli, Director, Customs and Trade Facilitation represented USCIB and 
members at various customs meetings at the Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation 
(APEC) Third Senior Officials’ Meeting (SOM III) that took place in Beijing, China. She 
moderated a panel organized by Chile and China concerning one of the 8 APEC 
Chokepoints identified by the Committee on Trade and Investment and the Sub-
Committee on Customs Procedures; attended the APEC Customs Business Dialogue, 
where FedEx served as a panelist during an e-commerce discussion; attended the first 
in-person meeting of the Customs Virtual Working Group as the private sector co-chair; 
and represented members at the first meeting of the APEC Alliance for Supply Chain 
Connectivity (A2C2). The purpose of the alliance is to bring together a group of experts 
from the private sector and different customs administrations that are able to provide 
capacity building, technical assistance and training to tackle supply chain and trade 
facilitation issues in the region. If you are interested in joining the APEC Customs Virtual 
Working Group or the APEC Alliance for Supply Chain Connectivity, please contact 
Kristin.  
 

 USCIB and ICC Represent U.S. and International Business at the WCO HSC 
Meeting:  From September 17-26, 2014, Kristin Isabelli, attended the 54th Harmonized 
System Committee meetings at the World Customs Organization (WCO) as one of the 
HSC delegates for the International Chamber of Commerce (ICC).  The ICC has 
observer status at the WCO and is active on the Harmonized System Committee, the 
Valuation Committee and the Trade Facilitation Working Group. Kristin served as a 
technical business expert representing the international business community, ICC and 
USCIB members. During the meeting, there were two classification items decided that 
were in favor of business. As an observer and private sector technical policy expert, the 
ICC/USCIB, had at previous meetings presented on the agenda items and worked with 
the Secretariat and the committee to answer technical questions that helped lead to the 
classification decision of these products.   
 
 

China – Supporting Policies and Relationships that Enhance U.S.-China Business 

 China Environment Task Force Briefed by Steve Wolfson, EPA: On September 11, 
2014, Steve Wolfson, Senior Attorney, Environmental Protection Agency International 
Law and Practice Group, spoke with USCIB members in DC about current 
environmental law trends in China. He discussed a recent trip to Beijing where EPA 
officials met with Chinese counterparts to discuss legal developments related to pollutant 
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release and transfer/toxic release disclosures along with public interest environmental 
lawsuits and other matters. Mr. Wolfson also briefed members on the EPA’s on-going 
cooperation with China’s Ministry of Environmental Protection and opportunities for 
USCIB members to engage.  
 

 USCIB Submits Annual Response on China’s Compliance with WTO 
Commitments: USCIB submitted the 2014 update to our annual response to the U.S. 
Trade Representative’s (USTR) federal register request for comments on China’s 
Compliance with its WTO Commitments. USCIB solicited and received valuable input 
from members, and the final response, which was submitted on September 17, included 
important concerns regarding issues such as China’s Antimonopoly Law, Intellectual 
Property Rights, National Treatment, Regulatory Environment and State-Owned 
Enterprises. Please find the full submission here. 
 
 

Intellectual Property – Strengthening International Protections for U.S. IP  

 USCIB Intellectual Property Committee Receives WIPO Update: The IP Committee 
met on September 11, 2014, and members received an update on  a number of issues 
including the latest developments at the WIPO’s Standing Committee on Copyright and 
Related Rights which recently underwent a number of leadership changes detailed here. 
IP Committee members also created a small group to update its priorities document, not 
inclusive of the Background or Objectives portions. They also decided to explore a 
project on trade secrets, for which a proposal will be circulated soon.  
 
 

Membership  

 Membership Meetings: The Washington, DC Membership department and policy staff 
met with representatives from member companies CenturyLink and Rockwell Collins to 
better understand their policy priorities for the next year and beyond, and to see how 
USCIB can better serve their policy needs.   
 

 New Members: USCIB has recently welcomed Keysight Technologies and Mead 
Johnson Nutrition Company as new members.   

 
 
Upcoming Events: 

 
 
ICANN 51 – October 12-16, Los Angeles, California  
 
OECD Investment Committee and Subsidiary Bodies – October 13-17, Paris, France  
 
UNCTAD World Investment Forum – October 13-16, Geneva Switzerland  
 
OECD Working Party of the Trade Committee Meeting – October 7-8 or 14-15, Paris  

 
OECD Investment Committee Meetings (Consultation October 15) – October 13-17, 
Paris 
  

http://uscib.org/docs/P_USCIB_Submission_to_USTR_ChinaWTOCompliance_09_17_2014_USTR_2014_0015.pdf
http://www.uscib.org/_mem_docs/sccr_28_ref_conclusions.pdf
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International Telecommunications Union (ITU) Plenipotentiary – October 20-
November 7, Busan, Korea 
 
USCIB Corporate Responsibility Committee Meeting – October 21, Washington, DC 

USCIB Labor & Employment Policy Committee – October 22, Washington, DC 

New USCIB Conference:   
Exploring New Approaches to Trade, Investment and Jobs: Insight and Impact for 
Business from the OECD – October 30, Washington, DC  
 

2014 China APEC CEO Summit – November 8-10, Beijing, China 

 
2014 USCIB International Leadership Award Dinner – November 19, Washington, DC 

 
Intersessional Meeting of UN Commission on Science and Technology for 
Development (CSTD) – November 26-28, Geneva 
 
OECD Committee on Digital Economy Policy (CDEP) and its Working Groups – 
December 8-12, Paris 
 

 

 
 
 

  

http://www.uscib.org/index.asp?documentID=4787
http://uscib.org/index.asp?documentID=850&zbrandid=4050&zidType=CH&zid=22569639&zsubscriberId=1003693381&zbdom=http://uscib.informz.net
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USCIB Policy and Program Staff   

Rob Mulligan 

Senior Vice President, Policy and Government Affairs 
202-682-7375 or rmulligan@uscib.org 

 
 

 
Justine Badimon 

Director, Regional Initiatives 
212-703-5062 or jbadimon@uscib.org 

 
Erin Breitenbucher 

Senior Policy and Program Associate and Office 
Manager, Washington  

202-682-7465 or ebreitenbucher@uscib.org 
 

Shaun Donnelly 

Vice President, Investment and Financial Services 
202-682-1221 or sdonnelly@uscib.org 

 
Ronnie Goldberg  

Senior Counsel  
212-703-5057 or rgoldberg@uscib.org  

 
Eva Hampl 

Director, Investment, Trade and Financial Services 
202-682-0051 or ehampl@uscib.org  

 
Alison Hoiem 

Director, Member Services 
202-682-1291 or ahoiem@uscib.org 

 
Kristin Isabelli 

Director, Customs and Trade Facilitation 
202-371-9235 or kisabelli@uscib.org 

 
Diana Jack 

Policy and Program Assistant, Washington  
202-617-3156 or djack@uscib.org 

 
Jonathan Huneke 

Vice President, Communications and Public Affairs 
212-703-5043 or jhuneke@uscib.org  

 

Norine Kennedy  

Vice President, Strategic International Engagement, 
Energy and Environment 

212-703-5052 or nkennedy@uscib.org  
 

Carol Doran Klein 

Vice President and International Tax Counsel 
202-682-7376 or cdklein@uscib.org 

 
Helen Medina 

Senior Director, Product Policy and Innovation 
212-703-5047 or hmedina@uscib.org  

 
Ariel Meyerstein 

Vice President, Labor Affairs, Corporate 
Responsibility & Corporate Governance 

212-703-5056 or ameyerstein@uscib.org  
 

Abby Shapiro  

Senior Vice President, Business Development  
617-242-0205 or ashapiro@uscib.org  

 
Rachel Spence 

Policy and Program Assistant, New York 
212-703-5095 or rspence@uscib.org  

 
Barbara Wanner 

Vice President, ICT Policy 
202-617-3155 or bwanner@uscib.org 

 
Kira Yevtukhova  

Policy and Program Associate, New York   
212-703-5082 or kyevtukhova@uscib.org 
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