
Challenges and 
Opportunities Ahead 
for US Business
2026

https://uscib.org/


For 80 years, USCIB has been a powerful and influential voice for US industries in the global arena, advocating 
in favor of open markets, sustainable development, clean and just economy, and a level playing field. No 
other business organization has our unique access to international policymakers and regulatory authorities. 
We offer our members opportunities to directly participate in – and influence – major discussions and 
negotiations in national capitals and at major international policymaking forums around the world.

USCIB’s Global Network

USCIB has continuously pursued dialogue and collaboration with Administrations to advance member 
priorities and amplify American values, innovations, and solutions to global challenges at home and abroad.



USCIB stands ready in 2026 to help US companies seize opportunities and manage risks 
in an uncertain global landscape. Deregulation, technological innovation, and emerging 
global tax alignment promise increased economic productivity while immigration, 
trade, and industrial policies strain supply chains, access to critical minerals, labor 
markets, and longstanding alliances. Conflicts and strategic rivalries are polarizing the 
global economy, adding uncertainty and costs to doing business. All the while, the US 
government continues to question its engagement in international organizations that are 
shaping rules impacting business in the global arena.

USCIB is the steadfast voice of US business abroad, ensuring US values shape the rules, 
standards, and guidelines that govern business operations in global markets. Through 
our unique affiliations and partnerships in international bodies including the United 
Nations, International Labour Organization, World Trade Organization, and the OECD, 
we will shape the debate on everything from corporate taxation on global revenue; 
technological innovation, trade facilitation, and regulatory cohesion; science and 
evidence-based standards for agriculture and health; intellectual property protection; 
circularity and sustainability of operations; and liability for foreign supply chains. With so 
much at stake, it is imperative that US businesses are successfully represented at every 
phase of global policy development. 

With more than 80 years of global business leadership, USCIB remains unmatched in 
our ability to drive results in the global arena. 

Major International Developments 
Impacting US Business in 2026



there will be increased attention on US business in 
light of the OECD’s actions. The UN negotiations 
will be contentious as debate continues on the fair 
allocation of taxing rights. USCIB will be present at 
the negotiations and will track their impact both at 
the UN and at the local country level. 

Critical Minerals
Governments and international agencies continue 
policy discussions on critical minerals that will 
shape global access to materials essential to 
technology, advanced manufacturing, and the 
energy transition. USCIB will represent US business 
in key multilateral forums, advocating for practical, 
risk-based outcomes that protect access to critical 
minerals while reflecting members’ operational 
realities and strategic priorities. USCIB will provide 
technical expertise and actionable solutions 
through the OECD and other venues, addressing 
access to essential materials; investment incentives 
and safeguards; human rights and supply-chain 
reporting requirements; customs and tax treatment; 
environmental and biodiversity permitting; and 
national security considerations. USCIB will lead a 
delegation to the inaugural OECD Critical Minerals 
Forum in Istanbul in April.

Major Environmental Trends
In January, the US government announced its intent 
to withdraw from the UN Framework Convention 
on Climate Change (UNFCCC), and other key 

Trade and Tariffs
The America First Trade Policy marked by tariff 
measures and safeguards for critical industries 
is reshaping supply chains and causing market 
uncertainty for global businesses. Moreover, 
the rise of economic nationalism and strategic 
rivalries threaten a more fragmented and 
economically divided world. Open and stable 
markets are imperative to US companies who grow 
their business by trading with the 96 percent of 
consumers outside of the United States. USCIB will 
continue to champion at home and abroad pro-
growth strategies that ameliorate tariff turbulence, 
remove regulatory overreach, ease compliance 
complexity, and promote supply chain stability. 

Taxation of Business
The January 2026 release by the OECD of the 
Side-by-Side package will ensure that the next six 
months will be highly active for global tax policy. 
The release shifts national implementation of the 
guidance into high gear as US business anticipates 
when and how the guidance will be converted into 
domestic legislation. Timing of implementation 
is critical as businesses must determine how to 
factor in the guidance in their Q1 financial reporting. 
USCIB will closely monitor these developments. 
At the same time, the United Nations continues 
its work on the UN Framework Convention on 
International Tax Cooperation. These negotiations 
will continue in February and it is expected that 

A Sample of What We Are Focused on Right Now



environmental scientific bodies. 2026 is set to 
transform power dynamics across international 
environmental governance, further increasing the 
risk to US businesses in the form of fragmented 
regulation and market volatility. USCIB will help 
our members maneuver this rapidly evolving policy 
landscape by participating in negotiations under the 
UNFCCC, the UN Convention on Biological Diversity 
(UNCBD), and the UN Environment Programme 
(UNEP) to ensure that US economic interests 
remain represented and protected.   

•	 In June, USCIB will represent US business 
at the annual intersessional climate change 
negotiations in Bonn, which serve as the most 
critical preparatory meeting ahead of UN Climate 
COP31 later in the year. 

•	 USCIB will continue working closely with the 
Administration on environmental policy issues, 
including the ongoing process to establish a 
legally binding treaty on plastic pollution. We 
continue to engage in the plastic pollution treaty 
process, ensuring that US business interests are 
considered.

Digital Policy and Artificial Intelligence
With governments formulating new AI plans, the  
rise of fragmentation, and the spread of regulations 
that fail to facilitate innovation and investment, 
digital policies will have a major impact on US 
business in 2026. USCIB is working directly through 
the OECD, the International Telecommunication 
Union (ITU), the Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation 
(APEC), and others to ensure that the private 
sector’s voice is not left out of key negotiations. 
We will engage directly at the OECD, the ITU 
Plenipotentiary, and the APEC Ministerial on China 
to coordinate an open, free, and secure digital 
future for all.

Combating Illicit Trade 
Illicit trade is a serious global threat that feeds a 
multi-trillion-dollar illegal economy and harms 
every market, puts public health and safety at risk, 
and upends the rule of law. It is a threat multiplier 
that helps fuel transnational crime, corruption,  
and greater insecurity and instability around the 
world. Through our affiliation with Business at 
OECD (BIAC), USCIB advises the OECD Working 
Party on Countering Illicit Trade (WP-CIT) on 
trends in illicit trade, developing public-private 
partnerships with the OECD to advance Free Trade 
Zone certification, online marketplace guidelines, 
and non-counterfeit illicit product awareness. This 
Spring, USCIB will lead a business delegation to the 
OECD Forum on Countering Illicit Trade, gathering 
senior officials from international organizations, 
ministers, and industry to showcase the fight 
against illicit networks.  

Food and Agriculture  
Following new federal Dietary Guidelines that will 
impact how regulators label ultra-processed foods, 
USCIB will advocate for science- and risk-based 
approaches to ensure new standards for food 
companies do not create unnecessary labeling, 
formulation, or trade barriers. Regenerative 
agriculture is a top priority for USCIB members, 
and we welcome USDA’s announcement of 
a $700 million regenerative agriculture pilot 
program. USCIB will engage on policy design 
and implementation and work with the OECD 
Committee on Agriculture (COAG) to shape 
international approaches. USCIB will advance this 
engagement at the Spring COAG meeting with the 
goal of ensuring US positions and international 
expectations reflect practical, voluntary, and 
outcome-based approaches that support resilient 
supply chains and farmer viability.
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